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Author Rights  

The author, project title and area (field of knowledge) are mentioned on the  
website. The name of the PDF for free download makes reference to the author’s 
intellectual property as ©Author. 

What are Author Rights?

People often use the terms “author rights” and “literary rights” to mean copyrights, 
the legal rights attached to certain types of intellectual property. Lugânzi — The 
Living Archive© interprets copyrights as per the Angolan Law on Copyrights and 
Related Rights (see PDF, Lei nº 15/14, Dos Direitos de Autor e Conexos). 

Please consult the law to find out your rights, duties and obligations as an author. 
The law covers both Angolan authors and those whose work is produced, published 
or presented, for the first time, in Angola, or published in Angola, within 30 days of 
being published elsewhere, regardless of the nationality and residence of the author.

Briefly put, only the owner of a copyright has the right:

1. To reproduce the work: e.g., make physical or digital copies of your work  
for colleagues, students, or others;

2. To prepare derivative works based upon the work: e.g., prepare a subsequent 
article, chapter, or book that builds upon their original or prior research on a 
particular topic;

3. To distribute copies of the work: e.g., distribute physical or digital copies  
of your work to colleagues, students, or at conferences;

4. To publicly perform the work: e.g., show video of your field work in the 
classroom or at conferences;

5. To publicly display the work: e.g., show photos, exhibits, and figures from  
your works in the classroom or at conferences;

6. To publicly perform sound recordings via a digital audio transmission:  
e.g., for those working with sound recordings, to digitally transmit your  
work (broadcast online, etc.)

However, because knowledge and society would fail to progress if only a copyright 
owner could engage with copyrighted works, Lugânzi — The Living Archive© and 
The Living Libraries© asks authors to permit the use of their copyrighted works, 
within the framework of the Angolan Law 15/14 on Copyrights and Related Rights. 

In short, the copyright owner still owns the work and the copyright in it, but by 
publishing at The Living Libraries©, she, he or they permit others to use the work 
under certain circumstances.

Please note that The Living Libraries© may publish works whose copyright has 
already expired — e.g., currently 70 years after the death of the author in the absence 
of heirs — and the public can use the work in any way they desire. 

Author rights
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Lugânzi — The Living Archive© and The Living Libraries© do not, for the time 
being, enter into contracts with authors, though authors have the power and right to 
negotiate, for the publication of their work, individual written or spoken agreements 
with Lugânzi — The Living Archive© and The Living Libraries© in accordance 
with the Angolan Law 15/14 on Copyrights and Related Rights. 

Publishing at The Living Libraries© in no way gives the platform’s Author Rights, 
merely the right to publish Copyrighted work. 

Therefore, authors should be aware that their work, available for free download, 
may be:

1. Reproduced by website users: e.g., physical or digital copies may be made and 
shared with friends, colleagues, students or others;

2. Used to prepare derivative works based upon the work: e.g., a subsequent 
article, chapter, or book that builds upon the author’s published work may be 
prepared by a website user;

3. Distributed as copies by website users: e.g., physical or digital copies may be 
made and shared with friends, colleagues, students or others;

4. Performed by website users: e.g., uploaded videos of your field work or research 
may be downloaded or copied by website users and displayed in classrooms, 
conferences, other public or private events or other websites or online platforms;

5. Displayed by website users: e.g., published photos, exhibits, and figures from 
your work may be shown by website users in classrooms, conferences, other 
public or private events or other websites or online platforms;

6. Recorded and /or rebroadcasted by website users: e.g., for those working with 
sound recordings, your work may be digitally recorded and/or transmitted 
(broadcast online, etc.).

Lugânzi — The Living Archive© and The Living Libraries© publishes your work 
with the “© Author” visibly and legibly displayed on the published content, and 
encourages website users to know our Fair Use policy and respect Author’s Rights, 
by citing clearly and visibly the source of the material when used for the purposes 
described on points 1 to 6 above, in addition to other foreseeable purposes that  
may be similar or related to points 1 to 6 above. 

Users are reminded that the free availability of works and related materials and 
content in no way gives them the right to violate intellectual property rights in  
the policy Fair Use (see PDF). 

Lugânzi — The Living Archive© and The Living Libraries©, does not assume any 
responsibility for any use of the published material that may be regarded as failing to 
comply with or that may be regarded as immoral, unlawful or illicit under Law 15/ 14 
on Copyrights and Related Rights, as well as used for purposes not foreseen in points 
1 to 6 above. 

We support Authors’ Rights. Know the law, register, protect your rights and respect 
the rights of others. For more information, we advise authors, researchers, users and 
readers to read the Angolan Law 15/14 on Copyrights and Related Rights (Lei nº 
15/14, Dos Direitos de Autor e Conexos) and our policy on Fair Use (see PDFs). 

Adapted from: Cornell University Library, “Author Rights Resources: Understanding Author Rights”  
@ https: //guides.library.cornell.edu/authorrights/knowyourrights#
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